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Snow, The Snow,melted by the heat of the Summer, other
Saow being faln within a lictle while afeer, is hardnedinto Jce,
which by little andlittle ina long tract of time depurating it felt
turnsinto a Stone,not yeilding in hardnefs and clearne(s to Chiy{-
tall, Such Stones clofely Joyned and compacted together com-
pofe awhole Mountain, and that a very firm one; thoughin
Summer-time the Country-people have obfeived it to burfta-
funder with great cracking, Thunder-like : whichis alfo well
known to Hunters to their great coft, forafmuch as fuch cracks
and openings , being by the Winds covered with Snow, are
thedeath of thofe, that pals over them,

Atthe toot of thefe mountains are wich great labour digg'd
out Chryftals , whicharetound among other foffils, of two forts
and colo:s; fomeofthem are darkifh and troubled, which by
fome are call'd- the Chryftal-ore, to be plenteoufly found in the
afcent of Mount Gotthard 5 otherstran{parent, very pure and as
clearas Venice-glafs ; fexangular, greatand {mall: as in the
mountains about #alefia , and the Town call'd Urfelen at the foot
of the Hill Schelenin they ave digg'd out,. and feld at a good
rate, Ofthislatterkind my Parents, four yearsagoe, tran(-
mitted a very bigg and fair one to Milaw for 80, pound
fterling,

This is, what1 have obferved about thefe Hills; What 1
fhall farther learn of the people . inhabiting thereabout, to whom
1 have written a month fince , Uthau impart to you,

In September 1668,

Somc Obfervations
Concerning 1apan , meade by = Ingeisions perfon , that hath many
ears refsdedin that <onnirys asthey were commanicated in
%rench by M, Is whoace ihey are thys Englifh dby the Pub-
lifber s who [ome mont: s ¢.o: aceafion & this Accompt by {orss
Queries , fent tothat Traveller, '

¥ He Faponefe coud notat all of their Contry’s being
an Ifland 5 rthoughit-be feparated from the Conti-
ment by fuch narrow Channess that no vefle.i of apy confiderable

burthen can pals them.

3. The
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2, The Airis there very falubrious , but of another temper on
this, than on thatfideof the Mountains, whichdivide Fapan,
The Plague hath never been heard of there 5 but the fmall Pox
and Fluxes are very frequent,

3. Their Mountains are fertil almoft to the very top,

4. Thereare found almoft all E#ropean forts of Fruit, Peach-
es, Apricoks, Cherries, Prunes, Apples, Pears, and particu-
larly Pipins , Bon Chretien-Pears, Befides thefe , there is an
infinity of other Fruits but almelt none, but what is alfo found
in fome partor other of India,

5, Silver is there in its higheft perfection,but not ufed in Trade;
in which is feen nothing bur Gold , and fome {mall coyn of
Brafs ; which latter they fpoile by refining it too much, Steell
alfo is there very good,

6. The temper of their Metals was formerly better than "tis
now; bur yet they make Courtelas's or fhort Swords exceeding

ood,
© 7. The great Mountain of Fapan is higher than the Pico in
Teneriff fince being above 18, leagues diftant from the Sea-fide,
it may be feen above 40, leagues offat Sea. There are8, 7ul-
cans or Fire-{pitting mountainsin Fapan; and you cannot goe
intothe Campagne , butyoudi(cover one o1 otherof them.

8. There are many Medicinal waters, and Hote- Springs there,
which the Inhabitants ufe in their diftempers, They have par-
ticular Meicines s but they let no Blood, They make much
ule of Caufticks,by applyingupon fome nerve or other the pow-
derof Artemifia or Mugwort, and Cotton, which theyfet on
fire, ‘Theyalways drink their liquors warme,

9.There is {o great a ftore of Venaifonin Fapan,that they care
litle for Cattle, though therebenowant of them, They em-
ploy moft Oxenfor Ploughing 5 and they make no Butter nor
Cheefe , nor are they love:sofMilk, They have great plenty
of Cormn and Rice,

1o. The Fapeuefe are proper enough of ftature , and not
uncomely in featuress they havefomewhat prominent bellys,
They are exceeding active, and want no Judgements they are
al{o military and valiant,

11, No Arts areto be met with amongfts them , that are

not
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not knownin Ewrope, except that of making Zacca , of which
there is fomefofine and curious , that whereas in this Country
one may buy an ordinary {mall boxe for 3, or 4. Crowns,one of
the fame fize, whenmade inJapanof exquifite Lacca,will fell
for more than 80, crowns, The Author of this Accompt hath
4. Cabinets of this workmanthip , which he affirmes to have
coft him above 40000 crowns , which he will not {ell under
80000 crowns,

12, The Colours, with whichthey dye their ftuffs, never
fade. Thave feen one of them, whichour Vermillon and Cou-
lewr de fen comenot nearto, It is excracted out of a Flower, like
to Saffron , and one pound of it cofts anincredible price, To
try , whether the Colour will not change by Lixsvium or Lye,
they apply an hot Iron to it; andif there it holds , they aflure
themfelves of the durablenef(s of the Colour,

13. They have Mathematicians amongft them , and believe
Tudiciary Aftrology, infomuch thae the Grandees undertake no-
thing without pre-confulting thofe, that make profeflion of
the {ame.

14. Fapanyeilds divers forts of good merchantable Commo-
ditiess but chiefly allforts of filken Stuffs, unwrought Silk,
Amber, Precious Stones,Musk,Copper.Steel,Lack-work,

15. The Country is very well peopled and exceeding rich,
being exceedingly ftored with Gold-mines 5 and I have feen
fome of the Gold-ore, which of 10, ounces yeilded 8, of the
highe ft finenefs , and pieces of the weight of 120, murks,

16, Their Buildings are very good and commodious, The
Appartments are all below on the ground, feparated from one
another by partitions of Carton painted and guit, which may
be foulded and removed like Skreens, Teir floors are covered
with mattes , and fomtimes with filken ftuff, embroi ered vel-
vet, and cloth of gold, All their buildings are but one ftory
high.

gx 7. They have no other conveniences to def:nd themfelves
from Heat and Cold , but fuch as are ufual in Italy and Spaine,

18. 1 hey ufe the diveitifements of Comedies , which are
more brave then thofeof Furope, The Spectatorsare about 2co,
paces d.(tunt from the Theater, which being coverd witha
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vau't, makes the voice of the Aéors to be underftood to the ve-
1y end of the Theater, Theylove Hunting,and Gaming, as Dice,
Cads, Chefsde. Atalltimesof theday, and inall their vie
fiis theytake Thea and Tobacio.

19. 1he L.ngurgeisaltogether different from the Chinefes
but their Piicfts, and Ceurtifans, that is, the Learn’d amon
them , which bear. the Offices of the Court, u-derftand the
tongue of Chichin-. hina, and by thismeans that of Tusguin,
China , Corea ¢re. They write neither from the right to che
left, nor fromthe left to the right, but dewneward,

20, Their Goveinment is Defpotique; the Religion Pagans
the Chriftion hated upon no other accompt , but that fome of
thofe . that there profefled it, would perfwade the Faponefe to
acknowledg a Superiority above the dignity Royall, difpofing
of Crowns and Scepters, Their Morals are very good, their
fanlts being punifh'cas their Crimes , even Lying and Detra&ion,
Their lefc hand is the more honourable, and they take horfe on
- that fide,

~ An Accennt from Paris
Concerning a4 great MetallinBurning Concave , and [ome of the
moft confiderable Effects of it : Commmnicated by [everall
perfons upon the place , where Tryals have been made of
1,

#T is wue, that Monfieur de pilette  of Lyons, who for-
merly made that Burning Concave, * which was of abour 30,
i X inches diamelt],erl(difpofed of totheKing

Deferibed at large inNumb.  of Depyark)hath made another, which

6. of thefe Tranfadtions. is larger , 13ow under tryal here, It is

of 34. inches diameter , and melts all forts of Mettals, and [-

ronit felf of the thicknefs of a Silver-Crown, in lefs then

a minute of time, and vitrifies Brick in the fame cime;

and- as for Wood, whether green ordry, it fets is on fire in 2

moment, The King hathf{een it and the performances ot it with

great fatisfaltions and his Majefly is likely to make it his, and

and then to beffow. it on his Royal Academy of Philofopliers ,

fov making of farther Experiments wichic, $o far they,
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